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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Eric Sophir on 09/30/2005 to verify that the Applicant intended to cancel claims 1 , 
10-13 and 15-17 as opposed to withdrawing the claims as indicated in the response 
filed 09/19/2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: claims 1, 10-13 and 15-17 are 
cancelled. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance. The 
invention is directed to a method of updating virus definition used by anti-virus software 
for scanning electronic mails. Independent claim 19 identifies the uniquely distinct 
features: "detecting a receipt of an electronic message sent to the local messaging 
terminal; determining whether the electronic message includes any attachment; upon 
the determining that an attachment is included with the electronic message, determining 
whether a time period since a last update of the local configuration has passed beyond 
a predetermined threshold period; and upon the determining that the time period since 
the last update of the local configuration has passed beyond the predetermined 
threshold period, updating the local configuration from a globally replicated public folder 
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within the electronic messaging system". The closest prior art, Zeichick ("Content 
Security - Keep Your Users Safe... And Focused - Three software packages aim to 
keep your employee's eyes front and center"), discloses that anti-virus software at the 
clients are configured to download the new virus definition on a desired periodic basic 
such as once per day. Another prior art, Hodges et al (6,269,456), discloses that the 
updating process is performed whenever a client is connected to the Internet. The prior 
art, taken either singly or in combination, fails to anticipate or fairly suggest the 
limitations of applicant's independent claim, in such a manner that a rejection under 35 
U.S.C 102 or 103 would be proper. The claimed invention is therefore considered to be 
in condition for allowance as being novel and nonobvious over prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Minh Dinh whose telephone number is 571-272-3802. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri: 10:00am-6:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gilberto Barron can be reached on 571-272-3799. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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Examiner 
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